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WHEREAS, The American Legion is composed of grassroots Posts across
the Country which have had experience in community civil preparedness; and

WHEREAS, In his 2002 State of the Union Address, President George W.
Bush announced the creation of the USA Freedom Corps, which is an effort to
foster a culture of service, citizenship, and responsibility through volunteerism;
and

WHEREAS, Citizen Corps, a component of USA Freedom Corps, is a
locally-driven initiative to have every American become an active participant in
preventing, preparing for, and responding to crime, natural disasters and other
emergencies; and

WHEREAS, The Citizen Corps Affiliate Program expands the resources
and materials available to states and local communities by partnering with
Programs and Organizations that offer resources for public education, outreach,
and training; represent volunteers interested in helping to make their community
safer; or offer volunteer service opportunities to support first responders, disaster
relief activities, and community safety efforts; and

WHEREAS, Citizen Corps Program Affiliates support Citizen Corps
Council activities by helping to establish training and information delivery
systems for neighborhoods, schools, and businesses, and by helping with family
preparedness and crime prevention initiatives in a community or across a region;
and

WHEREAS, The programs of Citizen Corps are jointly managed by the
Department of Homeland Security, Department of Justice and Department of
Health and Human Services; and

WHEREAS, Citizen Corps Councils help drive local citizen participation
by coordinating Citizen Corps programs, developing community action plans,
assessing possible threats and identifying local resources; and

WHEREAS, The Community Emergency Response Team (CERT)
Program educates people about disaster preparedness and trains them in basic
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disaster response skills, such as fire safety, light search and rescue, and disaster
medical operations. Using their training; and

WHEREAS, The Medical Reserve Corps (MRC) Program strengthens
communities by helping medical, public health and other volunteers offer their
expertise throughout the year as well as during local emergencies and other times
of community need; and

WHEREAS, An expanded Neighborhood Watch Program (NWP)
Program incorporates terrorism awareness education into its existing crime
prevention mission, while also serving as a way to bring residents together to
focus on emergency preparedness and emergency response training; and

WHEREAS, Volunteers in Police Service (VIPS) Program works to
enhance the capacity of state and local law enforcement to utilize volunteers; and

WHEREAS, The Fire Corps Program has the goal of providing support
and supplementing resource-constrained fire departments through the use of
civilian volunteers for non-fire suppression related activities; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention
assembled in Reno, Nevada on August 28, 29, 30, 2007, That all Departments
and Posts of The American Legion are encouraged to become involved in
their local Citizen Corps activities, and establish their own programs under
an affiliation with the Citizen Corps; and, be it further

RESOLVED, That The American Legion reaffirm its Citizen Corps
affiliation, and that the Congress be urged to support and fully fund all
components of Citizen Corps; and, be it finally

RESOLVED, That The American Legion annually participate in
National Preparedness Month.
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